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The bail hearing for five accused individuals linked to a significant drug trafficking operation 
was postponed by the Groblersdal Magistrates’ Court following their appearance on Tuesday 
13 August 2024. The accused, who faced various serious charges, include Gonzalez Jorge 
Partida (53), Gutierrez Lopez Alejandro (43), Roelof Botha (57), Melvin Khumalo (34) and 
Rodriguez Ruban Vidan (44). The charges laid against them include manufacturing and deal-
ing drugs, contravening the Immigration Act and money laundering. While two of South Af-
rican citizens, Botha and Khumalo are applying for bail, the other three Mexican nationals, 
Partida, Alejandro and Vidan, have abandoned their bail applications. The five were arrested 
on 19 July 2024 at a farm owned by one of the accused, Roelof Botha, in Loskop South Thaba 
e Monate, outside Groblersdal. During a police search, drugs with an estimated street value of 
R1 Billion were confiscated. During the arrests, the Hawks, the Directorate for Priority Crime 
Investigation, acted on intelligence regarding illegal activities at the farm, uncovering vast 
quantities of chemicals used for drug manufacturing along with a large clandestine laboratory. 
The police seized 408.95 kg of acetone and methamphetamine (crystal meth). During the pro-
ceedings, two photo albums depicting the laboratories was submitted to the court. One set of 
photo albums was taken by the investigating officer using his cellphone and the other set was 
taken by the police from Local Criminal Record Centre (LCRC). The matter was postponed to 
20 August 2024 for further presentation of evidence. In the previous court proceedings, Botha 
claimed the accused were renting his farm but failed to produce a lease agreement with the 
Mexican nationals. Khumalo stated in his affidavit that he was merely performing his duties 
as a transporter, claiming he had been hired to deliver food and acetone. However, the inves-
tigating officer testified against granting bail, citing public outcry and the severe nature of the 
crimes. The accused will remain in custody until their next court appearance.

Groblersdal drug dealers’ bail application deferred

The five suspects, Gonzalez Jorge Partida, Gut-
ierrez Lopez Alejandro, Roelof Botha, Melvin 
Khumalo and Rodriguez Ruban Vidan during 
their appearance at the Groblersdal Magistrate’s 
Court. 

The Police in Vaalbank outside Siyabuswa 
are requesting members of the public to help 
them unite Nkotopane Francinah Kekana 
(41), with her family from Allemansdrift 
Village in Vaalbank. Mpumalanga Provin-
cial Police Spokesperson, Colonel Donald 
Mdhluli, said according to the information, 
Kekana was last seen on 30 October 2023 
and was never located ever since. “Dur-
ing her disappearance, the victim left home 
when she was heading to her work place at a 
farm in Groblersdal. She has never returned 
home ever since,” he said. Mdhluli said the 
police are urging anyone with information 
that may assist in finding the whereabouts of 

Help needed to reunite these missing persons with their families
to the missing woman to contact Vaalbank 
Police Station on 013-973 9108, the nearest 
police station, or call the Crime Stop num-
ber on 08600 10111. “Alternatively members 
of the community can send information via 
MySAPSApp. All information received will 
be treated as confidential and callers may 
opt to remain anonymous. An investigation 
to locate the victim is currently continuing,” 
concluded Mdhluli. Meanwhile the Police in 
Nebo are appealing for community assistance 
in locating a missing person, Sebolai Shemas 
Masemola (29), also known as Musasa, from 
Vlak Village near Monsterlus. 
Story continues on page 2.........

The Nebo Police request the public 
to assist in locating the missing Se-
bolai Shemas Masemola from Vlaak 
Village near Monsterlus. 

The police in Vaalbank appeal to the 
public to help to locate the wherea-
bouts of Nkotopane Francinah Ke-
kana from Allemansdrift Village. 
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The Provincial Commissioner of the Police 
in Limpopo, Lieutenant General Thembi Ha-
debe, has strongly condemned the rape of 
an elderly woman in Zaaiplaas Village near 
Monsterlus. 
The 101-year-old woman was brutally as-
saulted and raped while sleeping at her home 
on Saturday 27 July 2024. Following the in-
cident, a manhunt ensued and a 27-year-old 
suspect, Sifiso Mahlangu, was arrested in 
connection with the assault and rape of the 
elderly citizen. Mahlangu made his first ap-
pearance at the Zaaiplaas Periodical Court on 
Monday 29 July 2024 on charges of house 
breaking and rape. His case was postponed 
to Thursday 8 August 2024 for formal bail 
application, however, the court was unable 
to finalise the application and the matter 
was postponed to 15 August 2024. Colonel 
Malesela Ledwaba, Limpopo Provincial Po-
lice Spokesperson, said the incident allegedly 
took place at Zaaplaas New Stands Section 
about 05:00am. “Reports indicate that the 
101-year-old victim was asleep when she was 
awakened by the suspect who tried to stran-
gle her before he raped her. The suspect, who 
broke the window to gain entry, fled the scene 
after the incident,” explained Ledwaba. He 
said the police were notified and a manhunt 

Elderly woman’s rape sparks widespread condemnation
ensued where the suspect was identified and 
arrested at his home shortly after the incident. 
During his court appearance, dozens of an-
gry residents, lead by the Economic Freedom 
Fighters (EFF), converged at the court calling 
for the bail to be denied. 
A community activist who is also EFF Chair-
person in Zaaiplaas, Abram Mahlangu, said 
they attended the court to oppose the bail 
application because the community will not 
sleep peacefully if the bail is granted to the 
suspect. “He has caused harm to the elderly 
and the rest of the villagers. We want the 
law to prevail and justice be served for the 
elderly woman and the community,” he said. 
Provincial commissioner Hadebe hailed the 
prompt arrest of the suspect, adding that the 
despicable act of violence against a vulner-
able member of the community is met with 
the full force of their commitment to justice. 
“The rape of an elderly woman is not just a 
crime against an individual but a deeply dis-
turbing assault on our society’s values and 
sense of safety,” said Hadebe. 
The Minister of Justice and Constitutional 
Development, Thembi Simelane, has ex-
pressed her profound outrage and unequivo-
cal condemnation of the appalling rape of the 
elderly woman. “This horrific crime is a stark 

indictment of our society, particularly during 
Women’s Month, a time dedicated to honour-
ing and celebrating the women of our nation. 
The suffering inflicted upon this respected 
member of our community is both reprehen-
sible and heart-breaking,” she said. Simelane 
emphasised the importance of caring for and 
listening to our elderly, stating: “Older per-
sons possess valuable knowledge and wis-
dom that can greatly enhance our efforts to 
build a better life for all. They are entitled to 
all the rights enshrined in our constitution, 
especially the right to have their dignity re-
spected.” 
She added that the protection and dignity of 
the elderly and vulnerable reflect the core 
values of the society, grounded in Ubuntu 
and it is therefore deeply disturbing when 
such heinous acts occur in the country. 
Minister Simelane has called for the full 
prosecution of those who target most vulner-
able citizens and urged all South Africans to 
unite in demonstrating compassionate care, 
particularly towards the vulnerable, as part 
of our collective effort to prevent and com-
bat gender-based violence and femicide. The 
minister also commended the swift actions of 
the law enforcement officers in apprehending 
the suspect. 

The police in Zaaiplaas have man-
aged to arrest a suspect in connec-
tion with brutal rape of a 101-year-
old elderly woman. 

Story continues from page 1.........
Sergeant Maphure Manamela, Limpopo 
Provincial Police Spokesperson, said ac-
cording to the reports, Masemola, who 
is speech impaired, attended a ceremony 
with his sister in Koma Village on Satur-
day 10 August 2024 and at approximately 
13:00,  he decided to return home. “When 
his sister arrived home, she was unable to 
find him. At the time of his disappearance, 
Masemola was wearing a light blue pair of 
jeans, a black and white long-sleeve shirt, 
an orange vest, light green Puma sneakers 
and blue cap,” explained Manamela. She 
said the police urge anyone with informa-
tion about Masemola’s whereabouts to 
contact the Investigating Officer, Sergeant 
Matsobane Khuthama on 082 399 3895, 
the Crime Stop number on 08600 10111, 
alternatively, the nearest police station or 
make use of MySAPSApp.

Help needed to reunite 
these missing persons 

with their families

In line with inciting students with agricultural career opportunities, the Speaker of Ephraim Mogale Local Municipality (EPMLM), Cllr Re-
becca Lentsoane, has recently embarked on an educational tour with Ngwanakwena Secondary School Grade 12 learners who are specialising 
in Agriculture as a subject to the nearest farm outside Marble Hall Town. This is after in January this academic year, the speaker adopted the 
school and promised to support both educators and learners with everything that would enable teaching and learning. Speaker Lentsoane, 
through a partnership with Piet Engelbert Citrus Farm, took the learners on a walk about educational excursion farm with an aim to expose 
them to the real farming situation. The Learners were able to learn about the whole value chain of citrus farming from planting, pruning, har-
vesting and packaging in pack house. They also learned about opportunities in Agriculture. Lentsoane said the partnership with farms goes a 
long way and this activities resonates well with what Nelson Mandela stood for. “Madiba loved education and he wanted to see every kid to 
go to school and learn. I am happy that learners were able to engage Mr Barnaard on variety of issues related to farming,” said the speaker.

Council Speaker leads pupils on educational adventure

EPMLM Speaker, 
Rebecca Lent-
soane (Right), 
leading the 
N g w a n a k w e -
na Secondary 
School Grade 
12s education-
al tour at Piet 
Engelbert Farm 
in Marble Hall. 

The Mayor of Elias Motsoaledi Local Municipality (EMLM), Cllr David Tladi, said the 
EMLM Mayor’s Bursary Programme has reached a milestone of been successfully sending 
100 students, coming from low-income families to different South African higher education 
institutions throughout the first two years of this council's present mandate. The Mayor’s 
Bursary Programme was designed a few years ago to assist deserving students from disad-
vantaged backgrounds, who struggle to access tertiary education due to financial challenges. 
According to the municipality, applications for the bursaries will be opening at the end of 
October 2024 and the municipality will communicate in due course on application criteria and 
requirements. Tladi said the initiative was inspired by the words of the late President of South 
Africa, Dr Nelson Mandela, stating: “Education is the great engine of personal development". 
“A child of agricultural workers can become the president of a large country, a daughter from 
a peasant family can become a doctor, and a miner's son can become the head of the mine via 
education. Individuals differ from each other based on how we use the resources we have, not 
on what they are assigned,” he said. Mayor Tladi said the bursary programme continues to be a 
compelling narrative and serves as proof of the municipality’s reputation for providing access 
high-quality education. “Presently, the Mayor’s Bursary Programme has provided opportunity 
to a large number of young people who would have otherwise faced difficulties with registra-
tion costs to access institutions of higher learning,” he said. Additionally, Tladi indicated that 
to absorb youth empowerment into the municipality’s system, EMLM is currently uplifting a 
number of young people from Elias Motsoaledi through their experiential programmes. “Our 
municipality placed 20 young people in a 2 year internship programme with the assistance of 
SALGA. There are currently eight finance interns being advertised and 39 experiential learn-
ers in our system, to whom we provide valuable knowledge and work experience to aid them 
in their job search efforts,” explained Tladi. The mayor said he believes that by exposing the 
youth to practical work environments, they are equipping them with the necessary practical 
skills which will ensure that they gain sufficient experience to be able to apply for, and obtain 
jobs anywhere.

EMLM Mayor’s Bursary Fund eases burden
for disadvantaged families
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The police in Motetema are still on the hunt for unknown suspect following the mur-
der of an elderly woman that occurred on Tuesday 30 July 2024. According to the 
police, the 70-year-old woman was fatally shot in the early hours of Tuesday 30 July 
2024 at Tafelkop, Mgababa residential premises at about 06:00. Colonel Malesela 
Ledwaba, Limpopo Provincial Police Spokesperson, said the police were alerted 
about a murder incident in the area and rushed to the scene and upon arrival, they 
found a 70-year-old female victim lying inside the house with gunshot wounds on the 
forehead. “The members of the Emergency Medical Services (EMS) were summoned 
for medical assistance but certified her dead on their arrival. The preliminary report 
indicated that an unknown male suspect entered the house through an opened door 
and suddenly shot the elderly woman before fleeing the scene on foot. The suspect 
was allegedly wearing a balaclava with hand gloves,” explained Ledwaba. He said a 
manhunt for the suspect is still underway and the police request anyone with informa-
tion that can assist to contact Colonel Malekopela Nkadimeng on 082 319 9602, or 
Captain Malekutu Phasha on 082 414 6465, the crime stop number on 08600 10111, 
the nearest police station or make use of MySAPSApp. Ledwaba said police investi-
gations are still continuing.

The Limpopo Police High Density Operations, conducted for a week-long period across the 
province recently, has resulting in the arrest of 957 suspects, including over 400 undocument-
ed individuals. According to Colonel Malesela Ledwaba, Limpopo Provincial Police spokes-
person, during the operations, which took place across the province between 29 July and 04 
August 2024, the police officers in the province conducted raids on crime hotspots areas, suc-
cessfully traced wanted suspects and conducted roadblocks and stop-and-search operations. 
“The arrested suspects face charges including murder, attempted murder, car-jacking, undocu-
mented immigration, drug-related offenses, theft and robbery, assault and rape,” explained 

To wrap-up Mandela Month celebrations, the Motetema Old Age 
Club has recently organised a six-kilometer fun walk for the elderly 
citizens in collaboration with the Elias Motsoaledi Local Municipal-
ity (EMLM), led by Mayor Cllr David Tladi. 
The fun walk started at Leeuwfontein T-junction and ended at Mo-
tetema Lutheran Church with elderly people joining Mayor Tladi to 
participate during the activity. According to the local municipality, 
the purpose of the event was to promote a healthy and active life-
style amongst the elderly community who are residents of Elias Mot-
soaledi, while also promoting the protection of elderly citizens in the 
communities and family environments. Speaking during the fun walk, 
Mayor Tladi said the fun walk was also a platform for the elderly 
people to network and share their life experiences. 
The elderly persons were also informed about common illnesses that 
would affect them as they age and how they can be much healthier by 
engaging in exercises. 
The illnesses and disorders they were informed about include diabe-
tes, high blood pressure, cancer, epilepsy and the others. 

EMLM Mayor leads elderly in the 6km fun walk in Motetema

EMLM Mayor, Cllr David Tladi (Right), 
leading the Motetema Old Age Club 
fun walk activity which aimed to pro-
mote a healthy lifestyle among the 
older citizens in the local municipal-
ity. 

The elderly people from Motetema Old Age Club partici-
pating during the 6km fun walk activity from Leeuwfon-
tein T-junction to Motetema Township. 

Limpopo Provincial Police Operations yield positive results
Ledwaba. He said the police further confiscated various types of drugs such as dagga, heroin 
and nyaope, counterfeit goods and suspected stolen properties among others. The Provincial 
Commissioner of the Police in Limpopo, Lieutenant General Thembi Hadebe, has praised all 
the role players who participated in the operations. Hadebe further appreciated the support and 
cooperation of the public and encouraged continued collaboration to combat crime. Mean-
while the Sekhukhune Police have on Monday 12 August, during ‘Operation Vala Umgodi’, 
apprehended five suspects in connection with illegal mining and contravention of immigra-
tion Act. The suspects were arrested by a law enforcement team comprising of members from 
various components and units of the police and the South African National Defence Force 
(SANDF). According to Colonel Ledwaba, the team conducted an intelligence driven opera-
tion that resulted in the apprehension of the five suspects, aged between 33 and 43, for illegal 
mining and contravention of Immigration Act. “The team approached the illegal mining site 
at Atok area and found the suspects still busy illegally mining chrome. The arrested suspects 
will appear before Sekhukhune Magisterial Court soon facing charges of illegal immigration 
and illegal mining of chrome,” he said. Ledwaba added that during the arrests the police con-
fiscated two drilling bits, a Jack hammer and a shovel. “The teams are hard at work in all the 
five districts of Limpopo Province to ensure that illegal mining of precious minerals and sand 
becomes the thing of the past in this province,” he said. Once again, Provincial Commissioner 
Hadebe has applauded the team working on Operation Vala Umgodi for successes they are 
archiving in every operation that they are conducting on continuous basis. 

Some of the drugs that were re-
covered by the police during the 
High Density Operations conducted 
throughout Limpopo Province. 

The illegal mining equipment that 
were confiscated by the law en-
forcement team during Operation 
Vala Umgodi that was conducted in 
Sekhukhune. 

Police launch relentless 
pursuit to catch elderly 

woman’s killer
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After playing 23 matches in their Ephraim Mogale Local Municipality (EPMLM) Local Foot-
ball Association (LFA) League, Ratanang FC have taken another step in their quest to get 
promoted to the Hollywoodbets SAFA Sekhukhune Regional Football League. Ratanang are 
on top of the log with 56 points after collecting 4 points over the weekend. On Saturday 10 
August, they played a 0-0 draw with Aces FC from Letebejane Village in a match of many 
missed goal scoring opportunities from both sides, which was an end-to-end encounter from 
both teams as the sides wanted to emerge victorious. Ratanang’s Journey continued on Sunday 
11 August when they welcomed Hero Boys FC from Mogalatsane, in an encounter which took 
place at Ratanang Sports Grounds in Mooihoek Village outside Marble Hall. During the match 
the host took an early lead by Tshegofatso "Spori" Maila who managed to beat an offside trap, 
rounded off the goalkeeper before finishing into an empty net. Spori completed his brace in 
the similar fashion a few minutes later to give his side a 2-0 lead. The games went to a break 
with the host leading 2-0. In the second half Ratanang continued where they left off putting 
more pressure on the visitors but they failed to make use of their dominance as they missed 
clear cut chances to put the game beyond Hero Boys' reach. The visitors tried to come back 
to the game and their efforts were rewarded when referee awarded them a penalty after one 
of Ratanang defenders handled the ball inside the box. Heroes made no mistake and used the 
opportunity from the spot setting up a tense finish to the game to make the score 2-1 on the 
board. The big moment of the match came when referee awarded the visitors another penalty 
with only one minutes remaining, however, the visitors rattled the crossbar from the spot and 
failed to equalize. A few moments after the penalty was missed, Ratanang scored their third 
goal when Kamogelo "Skecho" Maelane scored with a well taken strike from close range to 
extend the lead to 3-1. The match ended 3-1 in the favour of Ratanang FC. Speaking after the 
match, Ratanang FC Head Coach, Bobby "Coach Bull" Manasoe, said: “It was great game 

Ratanang FC holds firm on top of EPMLM LFA League

The Executive Mayor of Sekhukhune District 
Municipality, Cllr Minah Bahula, has urged 
the communities to establish cooperatives, 
such as crop farming and other initiatives, 
to fight poverty and hunger. Bahula said 
during the Executive Mayor’s Food Drive 
Programme conducted at Ephraim Mogale 
Local Municipality (EPMLM) on Tuesday 6 
August 2024. Speaking alongside the Mayor 
of EPMLM, Cllr Given Moimana, who was 
joined by several other councillors, Bahula 
said: “We fully understand our core mandate 
and function as the district municipality and 
as government. We cannot be side tracked 
and ignore other challenges faced by our 
communities.” The executive mayor empha-
sized that government alone cannot sustain 
the delivery of food hampers to needy and 

but the boys should learn to score many goals as early as possible to avoid unnecessary pres-
sure. We will make sure we take three points per match and try by all means to maintain our 
top spot.” With only seven matches remaining in the EPMLM LFA League, Ratanang FC are 
one of the favourites to gain promotion to the Hollywoodbets SAFA Sekhukhune Regional 
Football League.

Ratanang FC have set their sights to get promotion to the Hollywoodbets 
SAFA Sekhukhune Regional Football League in the next football season. 

Executive Mayor’s Food Drive Programme set to alleviate poverty and hunger
destitute families, making it crucial to teach 
and encourage communities to work together 
and establish community initiatives that will 
bring about change in their lives. Cllr Bahula 
also urged communities to ignore critics and 
noise that discourage such initiatives, stat-
ing: “It is important to remain focused on the 
positive impact these cooperative efforts can 
have on our communities.” In her address, the 
executive mayor also called on businesses to 
work with the municipality, emphasizing the 
importance of public-private partnerships 
in achieving sustainable development and 
addressing the socio-economic challenges 
faced by the district. The Executive Mayor’s 
Food Drive Programme covered three areas, 
including over 100 beneficiaries from all 
EPMLM wards in the local municipality, as 

well as Boikgafo Old Age Centre in Matlala 
Ramoshebo Village EPMLM Ward 5 and 

The Executive Mayor of SDM, Cllr Minah Bahula (Third from left), with the 
Mayor of EPMLM, Cllr Given Moimana (Fourth from right), with other council-
lors showing some of the food parcels donated.

Ralokanang Old Age and Disability Centre in 
Mabitsi Village, EPMLM Ward 12.
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In the vibrant world of South African art, Try 
Phoku, a talented 23-year-old visual artist 
from Sekhukhune, has already made a signif-
icant impact on the country’s art scene. Born 
in 2001, Phoku’s artistic journey began at the 
tender age of 12, when he first discovered his 
passion for drawing. Without formal training, 
he honed his skills through dedication and 
practice, developing a unique style that sets 
him apart in making waves with his remark-
able portraits and inspiring story. Phoku, who 
is a self-taught visual artist, is capturing the 
attention of art enthusiasts and celebrities 
alike with his expressive and emotive works. 
He said his portraits are more than just like-
nesses and they are windows into the souls of 
his subjects, capturing the intricate complexi-
ties of human nature, conveying emotions 
and inner light with remarkable depth. Phoku 
describes his art as a testament to his belief 
in the transformative power of art, which he 
sees as a universal language that can heal and 
unite people. This young talented fine artist 

Try Phoku brings innovative style to visual arts

Young talented 
visual artist, Try 
Phoku, is mak-
ing a significant 
impact in South 
Africa’s art 
scene. 

has already made a significant impact on the South African art scene and has been featured on national television 
shows, including the SABC where he caught the attention of prominent figures like South African famous musician 
Tyler ICU. His exhibitions at esteemed venues like Tshwane University of Technology (TUT) have further solidified 
his reputation as a rising star. Phoku’s artistic philosophy is rooted in his desire to inspire and connect with others 
through his work. He encourages emerging artists to experiment, take risks and surround themselves with supportive 
individuals who can help them grow. He said his own journey is a shining example of the importance of perseverance 
and dedication. As Phoku continues to soar, he hopes to become an art teacher in high schools, nurturing the next gen-
eration of artists and sharing his passion with others. With a strong social media presence on platforms like Instagram, 
he connects with fans and fellow artists. Throughout his journey, Pholu has done countless commercial artworks for 
clients around his community and surrounding areas. He appeared in TV shows such as SABC’s Daily Thetha, Kwantu 
Tunes and Engaphakathi in the DSTV channel 260. He a nominee in the 2024 Mzansi Arts and Media Awards and 
has gained recognition around South Africa and he is classified as one of the best promising visual artists. Phoku has 
worked with big brands such as Mr and Mrs Tshwane Regions Beauty Pageant in Pretoria and has also collaborated 
with big musicians such as Tyler ICU on a song titled: “Ngimoja Ngawe”. “It is not easy to make it in this field but 
with passion and dedication I have, I am turning the impossible to be possible and be used as an example to other 
aspiring visual artists. A picture into a drawing, pays attention to small details and bring out the best in any drawing 
tasked to do,” he said. 

Try Phoku’s art 
work portraits 
capture atten-
tion of many art 
enthusiasts with 
their remarkable 
depth. 

The Bosveld Interhigh chess competition took place in Naboomspruit, and we 
are proud to announce that we achieved an overall fourth place! The difference 
between us and Hoërskool Frikkie Meyer, in third place, was only one point. 
Congratulations to Thato Mphahlele and Bradley Nhika who were the respec-
tive Board 4 and Board 5 winners.

4Th place for Ben Viljoen Chess

Julian Muller Primary School held an English internal oratory competition.
The event was held on Wednesday 17 July 2024 in the staff room which was beautifully deco-
rated and suitable for an intimate oratory competition.  The parents could attend the event and 
listen to what the children had to say. LJM had participants in every Grade.  Twenty partici-
pants in total talked about various subjects: land, compass, daring and fairy tales. Muhaad 
Ismail mentioned in his speech that 70% of the world's population has a phobia of speaking 
in front of people. LJM's speakers are therefore part of the brave 30% who are not afraid to 
deliver an Opinion. Proud LJM.

LJM’s students can talk the talk

Ruvimbo Majangara Gr 7 Motheo Mphuthi   Gr 5
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